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DIRECTOR'S NOTE

RESCHello WCARSupporters,

Last July, Imade a career shift and was fortunate enough to become the Executive Director of
WeCare Animal Rescue.My first five months at the shelter havebeen extraordinary and who
better to tell the tale thanJesseDuarte, animal lover and veteranSt. Helena Star reporter?
His originalfront-page Star article is excerpted below.

Like all of us, WCAR is looking forward to 2021. We plan to enrich the lives of our current
residents and welcome the opportunity to providecare for more animals in need. This is only
possiblebecauseof your interest andgeneroussupport, so heartfelt thanks to you all and
bestwishes for the holiday seasonand the NewYear.

Christina J. Slager
Executive Director

Herding CatsWe Care
Animal Rescue
is a no-kill,
roam-through
refuge for cats
and dogs
in Napa Valley.

We Care Carries on Amid Pandemic and Fires
By Jesse Duarte

Excerpted from the St. Helena Star, 11.5.2020

After a career spent with great white sharks,
penguins and otters, Christina Slager arrived
at the more domesticated confines ofWe Care
Animal Rescue.

Each cat had to be caught, individually crated,
transported to temporary quarters at a
racquetball court at Napa Valley College,
and returned to St. Helena when the threat
had subsided.We are a private,

non-profit organization
established in 1982.
We are funded entirely
by private donations and
fundraising efforts.

However, even surrounded by scores of cuddly-
looking felines, her first three months at We Care
have been plenty wild.

Out of 138 cats, 34 ferals firmly declined to make
the trip, many of them clambering up into the
rafters to evade capture. Pet owners know how
much tricky it can be to coax the friendliest of
cats into a carrier. A wily feral? Forget it.

We Care's staff and cats have persevered
through the pandemic, staffing changes and the
evacuation of the shelter on September 28 during
the Glass Fire. Despite that wrinkle, Slager was pleased with

the evacuation. She said no animals and only
two humans were hurt.Imagine capturing 138 free-roaming cats,"

Slager said from the office she shares with Monty,
a slender cat who's enjoying special privileges
while recovering from surgery. "It was quite
an endeavor."

Slager said the college's racquetball court turned
out to be "strangely suitable, " with high ceilings,
windows, 24-hour security, air conditioning and
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"HerdingCats" continued.

"I think that's a good thing because we can
provide better quality of care," Slagersaid. "We
have a lot of cats here with medical issues, and we
need to be able to set eyes on every cat évery
single day."

electricity-a luxury no St. Helenan takes for
granted these days.

Slager praised the WeCare stafffor their animal-
handling skills and credited NapaCART, Jameson
Humane, and the Napa County Animal Shelter for
providing valuable help during the evacuation.

That was a challenge, but it wasn't the only one
Slager has faced during a career with animal-
related nonprofits, usually as a marine biologist.

Before joining We Care in late July, she'd led
natural history tours to Antarctica, started a
penguin-breeding program, worked at aquariums
in San Francisco, New Orleans and Connecticut,
and worked on Monterey Bay Aquarium's Project
White Shark, which successfully displayed a
juvenile white shark in captivity.

Slager also wants We Care to focus on "enhancing
the behavioral enrichment" of each cat. That
means a more stimulating environment, more
things to climb and explore, more toys, and
more training.

Cats in carriers waiting for evacuation.

That emphasis on quality of life makes for happier
and more adoptable cats, and "it's where animal
care is trending," Slager said.

We Care has adopted out only a handful of cats
during the pandemic. With the facility closed to
the public, would-be adopters can browse cats
virtually on the We Care website and ask the staff
what Fluffy is like, but they can't actually see
Fluffy until he's delivered to them in a carrier in
the We Care reception area.

Meanwhile, she's always maintained an interest in
shelters catering to domestic animals, so she feels
at home amid We Care's 132 cats (the population
has declined a bit since the evacuation) and one
dog (like a lot of vastly outnumbered creatures,
he makes up for it in force of personality and
sheer volume).

"It's a harder experience than walking around and
going, 'Wow, this cat really speaks to me," Slager
said. Once the pandemic subsides, she plans to
reopen the shelter, increase adoptions and recruit
more volunteers. "We're focused on getting back
to normal," Slager said. "Whatever that is."

Napa CART helps evacuate.
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ARE That population is far below the 250 cats and five
dogs allowed by We Care's use permit.

RESC
Remarkable Adopters

Provide 15Years of Remarkable Care
Our mission is to

compassionately provide
sanctuary, care, and comfort

for homeless animals.

We Care Animal Rescue is a no-kill, roam-
through indoor and outdoor shelter for
cats and dogs. We provide medical care,
compassionate support, socialization, and
enrichment for our residents, including the
elderly and those with special needs. We
provide a forever home for all our animals,
either through adoption or with us in our
sanctuary.

We Care prides itself on
finding great adopters for
our great animals, but
sometimes adopters like
Marie and John Orr exceed
even our expectations. In
2005, Marie and John
adopted two feral cats,
Ginger and Maryanne, from
We Care. The cats lived
outdoors in Napa, around
the Orr home. In 2017, their
Napa home was destroyed
by the wildfires, but
miraculously both cats
survived. For the next three
years, the Orrs continued to
care for the cats, visiting
the property twice a week to refill the auto-
feeder and provide fresh water. Sadly, last May,
Maryanne disappeared, but Ginger continued to

meet the Orrs at their
property. Realizing that
Ginger was now about 16-
years-old, the Orrs began
to worry that she might
not survive the winter
alone. They contacted
We Care for advice on
capturing a feral cat and
transitioning it into a
house cat. As Marie Orr
wrote, "We love her dearly
and want to do the right
thing for her." Armed with
treats, Marie successfully
enticed Ginger into a
cat carrier and home they
went. A few days later

We are a 501(©)3 non-profit, funded entirely
by private donations, grants, and fundraising
efforts. You can support us in a variety of
ways including one-time donations, annual
donations, in-kind donations, legacy and
plannedgiving

For more information, please read the
enclosed donation envelope or contact us.

We Care Animal Rescue
1345 Charter Oak Avenue

St.HelenaCalifornia 94574
707.963-7044

shelter@wecareanimalrescue.org
wecareanimalrescue.org

Ginger relaxes in her new home with Marie Orr.

Marie reported," She is eating and using the cat
box like shehas always been a house cat. I think
she will be happy in her new home."We agree.

We Care Animal Rescue is a 501 (c)3
non-profit organization which receives
no local, state or federal funding.

TAX ID: 94-2864103



Very Special Cats
for VerySpecialPeople

Meet Our
Special Cats

Adopting an FIV+ or FeLV+ cat? Here's What You Should Know
FIV+

Feline Immunodeficiency VirusWeCarehas 15 FIV positive and FeLV positive
catsavailable for adoption, but potential adopters
often overlook these wonderful animals because
they'reconfused about the nature of the diseases.
FIVand FeLV are two different viruses, but it's
important to note that both can be managed,
allowingcats who have tested positive for either
to live long and happy lives.

FeLV positive cats' weight, appetite, and any
behavioral changes.

Both FIV and FeLV are only contagious to cats and
cannot spread to humans or other animals. Blood
tests are the only way to detect bothdiseases.
Veterinarians recommend testing for FeLV at
eight-weeks-old and for FIV at six-months-old
after the maternal antibodies have disappeared.
Testing is the best way to prevent the spread of
FIV and FeLV so before bringing a new cat into a
household, every cat should be tested. Another
effective way to stop the diseases from spreading
is to keep cats indoors, vaccinated, and away from
other potentially infected cats. If outdoor access is
allowed, it's best to provide a secure enclosure to
prevent wandering and fighting. Infected cats
should always be housed separately from non-
infected cats.

ChuckCarl

FIV (Feline Immunodeficiency Virus) is a
lentivirus, similar to HIV in humans, that is slow-
actingand typically takes many years to become
symptomatic, if ever. FIV positive cats can live
a normal, healthy life, but in some cases, they
developa weakened immune system that makes
themsusceptible to secondary infections, dental
disease, and weight loss. The virus is spread
throughaggressive fighting and deep bite
wounds, and not through casual contact such
assharing food bowls and litter boxes, social
grooming, or even mating. It is less aggressive
andmore difficult to transmit than FeLV.
However, it's recommended that FiV positive
cats do not live in households with non-FIV cats
and that they remain indoors to decrease their
exposureto secondary diseases and to avoid
transmitting FIV to other cats.

Marvin Meatball

PerlaIt's important to remember that FIV and FeLV are
not death sentences and with proper care these
cats can live long, joyful lives. If you adopt a FIV
positive or FeLV positive cat, make sure your cat
receives a nutritious diet, is spayed or neutered, is
up to date on all vaccinations and lives indoors or
in an enclosed space. Keep a close eye on your
felines for any behavioral or health changes.

FeLV+
Feline Leukemia Virus

FeLV+cats often have a shorter lifespan,
but can still live "normal," healthy lives.

FeLV (Feline Leukemia Virus) is much
more contagious than FIV and is one of
the most common infectious diseases in
cats. FeLV positive cats typically have a
shorterlifespan, although they can sometimes
livewithout major complications for many years.
FeLVis transmitted between cats via bodily fluids
and unlike FIV, easily spreads via shared litter
boxes, food dishes, and mutual grooming, as well
as bite wounds. A mother cat can also pass the
virus to her kittens while she is pregnant. Cats
who are FeLV positive are prone to cancers,
blood disorders, and a variety of tumors due
to their compromised immune system.
There are no specific signs or symptoms
ofFeLV,making it important to monitor

And as always with your pets, give them
lots of love.

Clover Daisy

Dreamer Fern

Gatsby Lilly

COVID-19 Precautions Continue
TheShelter continues to take special precautions during theCOVID-19 pandemic. We remain
closed to volunteers and the public, but virtual adoptions are still available for anyone
interested in adding to their fur family.

ThorOlive
Visitwecareanimalrescue.org to view photos of our residents looking for forever homes.
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.from our 120 residents to you and yours
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We are proud participants in the 2020Give! Guide.
The Give! Guide is an annual project of Napa Valley CanDo
focused on inspiringa community of givers. It supports local
nonprofit organizations by raising funds and awareness,
fostering collaboration, and cultivating a growing community
of givers. Over 100 nonprofits have benefited from the
Give! Guide, and we hope you select We Care Animal Rescue
for your holiday donation.

SUPPLUES

1NDCO990-7953-09

NitriteGloves
Give! Guide runs from December 1 through December 31.
Visit Can Do's user-friendly website, CanDoGiveGuide.org,
to make a donation.
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