
M E E T O U R C O V E R C A T
BUSTER — FRIEND TO ALL!
Buster is a real empath! He 
lives in our Special Needs 

building even though he does 
not need to. He is often seen 

comforting elder or sick cats. With his 
tipped ear (we think he may have been 
a feral cat) he came to us rescued from a 
hoarding situation a couple of years ago 
and loves his home in our sanctuary. 

Click to donate to 
We Care Animal Rescue

Your continued support today helps our life-saving 
work — from insulin to prescription foods ... 
to pain medications and surgeries. You help 
save lives.
Dear Friends,

Thank you for your support this past spring and summer. 
You helped us provide essential medical care for precious 
animals. In the last few months many have needed medical 
intervention due to age or illness, and three sets of kittens 
arrived early this summer, each with health issues that 
stretched us financially and emotionally. 

With 160-200 cats in residence, at any one time our village deals with a variety 
of health issues and end of life considerations. This is part of the commitment 
we make to the animals we love. As pet owners, and as a shelter and sanctuary, 
we know that difficult decisions are inevitable.

We often receive precious donations in memory of loved pets or an animal- 
loving person. With each gift such as this, we pause. Our hearts are filled with 
gratitude, that in times like these, in coping with your own loss, you provide a 
gift to others. For this we are especially grateful.

Your continued support today helps our life-saving work — from insulin to 
prescription foods ... to pain medications and surgeries. You help save lives. 
Please keep us in mind. Your gifts make all the difference. Planned gifts, special 
grants, gifts in memory or in honor of friends, family and pets all go a long way 
towards assuring this humane and special place is here for those who need us.

Our facility is showing serious signs of wear, and we have begun assessing our 
options to renew and rebuild this unique place. Stay tuned as we develop our 
plans, and we hope you will support us in creating a new age for We Care —  for 
the animals we love and for those who will need us in the future. Simply, our 
goal is to ensure We Care Animal Rescue continues to be here as a special and 
safe place for animals in need for many years to come. Please DONATE TODAY.

On behalf of the animals, thank you for your care and compassion.

FEATURED KITTIES
mistah kitty
Male, neutered, 
8 years old
Easy going, friendly and 
affectionate, Kitty loves his 
humans and you will gain a 
new BFF if you take home 
this precious guy! He also 
loves to be held, sleep 
under the blankets, and is 

friendly with other cats.

lola
Female, Spayed, 
1 year old
Chillax with Lola! With 
her nice personality and 
calm demeanor she’s the 
remedy for a hectic day! 
She’s ok with a nice dog 
and other cats. 

stormy
Female, spayed, 
2 years old
With a smile like the 
Cheshire Cat, Stormy is 
quiet and contemplative. A 
little shy, all she needs is a 
comfortable space to call 
her own and this beauty 
will be your best friend!  

We Care Animal Rescue 
is a no-kill, free-roaming 
refuge for cats and dogs 
in Napa Valley.

Fall 20191345 Charter Oak Avenue
St. Helena, CA 94574

We are a private, non-profit 
organization  established in 1982. 
We are funded entirely by private  
donations and fundraising efforts.
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Melissa Dobar
executive director

Join us at the 
St Helena 

Hometown 
Harvest Festival

Saturday, Oct 19,  
11 AM – 4 PM

Oak Avenue. Between 
Adams and Spring Streets

Public Hours: 
Fri - Sun 

1pm - 5pm
...unless we are 

closed for repairs
We clean and do minor repairs 
daily to ensure the comfort, 
health and safety of our animal 
and human guests. From time 
to time we need to close to the 
public for larger repairs. Please 
check our website, phone mes-
sage and signage on the doors. 
Thanks for your understanding!
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For Adoption

Care for a 
snuggle?
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we care animal rescue

We Care Animal Rescue’s mission is to provide 
sanctuary, care, shelter and compassion for 
homeless animals.

we care animal rescue
1345 Charter Oak Avenue

St. Helena, CA 94574
Ph. 707-963-7044

email: shelter@wecareanimalrescue.org
website: www. wecareanimalrescue. org

We Care Animal Rescue is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization
which receives no local, state or federal funding.
TAX ID: 94-2864103

We Care Animal Rescue is a no-kill, free 
roaming, indoor/outdoor shelter for cats and 
dogs. We are a private, non-profit organization 
established in 1982. We provide a high level of 
medical care, loving support, and socialization 
for our animals, including the elderly and 
those with special needs. Every animal in our 
care is promised a forever home, whether with 
us in our sanctuary or through adoption. We 
are funded entirely by private donations and 
fundraising efforts. There are a variety of 
ways  to support us, including financial support, 
in-kind donations, legacy and planned giving.

For more information, please contact: 
s h e l t e r @ w e c a r e a n i m a l r e s c u e . o r g

All of us at We Care Animal Rescue LOVE 
our resident dogs. We currently have two 
canines who make We 
Care their home. Our 
current dogs, Patricia 
and Chopper (shown 
here in his favorite 
wine barrel) have some 
special behavioral and 
medical issues that 
make them the perfect fit for our sanctuary. 

Heart to Heart
  ~ So long, Tank~

We Care’s commitment to 
sanctuary provides a unique safety 

- net for cats who due to health, age 
or temperament may not find a 
forever home. While we encourage 
the adoption of these 
specia l cats , our 
promise is that 
they are safe with 
us to live out the 
remainder of their 
natural lives in a 
peaceful environment. 
For some, We Care is 
their forever home. 

We told you the story of 
Tank in our previous issues and 
in letters to the community. Tank 
is an example of an older cat with 
health issues who found his safe 
haven with We Care Animal Rescue. 
Diagnosed with terminal cancer, we 
committed ourselves to keeping 
Tank comfortable for the rest of his 
days. 

Tank peacefully passed over the 
Rainbow Bridge in August. He did 
so in his favorite bed, surrounded 
by our team who loved him dearly.  
His love of people, food and comfy 
beds never wavered. His spirit, like 
so many who find their home with 
us in their final days, lives on in the 
hearts of each of us who spent time 
with this special guy. 

Saying goodbye is the most 
difficult part of our work - and why our 
promise of sanctuary is so significant. 
Our little organization and team 
of staff, along with volunteers and 

friends, know the reality that 
many of our elders will 

pass here at We Care. 
Still, our hearts 
collectively ache.  

Like any pet owner, 
we work closely with 

our vets to determine 
when to make the final call, 

so as to prevent suffering and 
ensure a humane and dignified 

end to their beautiful and unique 
stories. We cry, and then we turn our 
hearts and hands to tenderly care for 
the others who need us. 

It is a big responsibility and 
we do this — to quote JFK  — not 
because it’s easy, but because it’s hard. 
We do this because it is needed and it 
is humane.

We are able to do this because 
your support makes it possible. Thank 
you for your compassion. Your gifts 
to our spring and summer match 
campaign have helped us to ensure 
the medical care and comfort of the 
animals who need us. On behalf of 
Tank and the others who depend on 
us, we thank you.]

when it’s time to say goodbye...  
We treat every animal 
at We Care as if they 
were our own.
As many of our animals have special 
medical issues, or come to us due 
to advanced age or illness, we often 
have to make decisions regarding 
humane euthanasia.

As a No-Kill shelter, our policy is 
to make the decision for an animal 
to be humanely euthanized only 

in cases where they are gravely 
injured or so ill or disabled that 
to prolong life would cause them 
unacceptable suffering.

No animal is ever euthanized at 
We Care based on shelter space 
considerations, nor the length of 
time they have been at the shelter.

If you are faced with the difficult 
decision of having to consider 
euthanasia for your own pet, 
first seek the guidance of your 

veterinarian. There are also many 
good websites, guides and Quality 
of Life scales available to aid you 
when it comes time to make this 
hard decision.

With all of our collective hearts, we 
know how difficult it can be to say 
goodbye, but providing a peaceful 
end of life for your pet in order to 
spare them suffering and pain is 
often the most humane and loving 
thing you can do for them.

Paige’s Pro Pet Tips
CARING FOR OLDER KITTIES — Many We Care cats are seniors 
(cats over 10 years of age). Senior cats depend on us humans to help them age 
happily and healthfully. If you’ve adopted one of our beautiful seniors, or have 
one of your own at home, here are some tips to help them age gracefully:

 ➡ Ensure they see their vet for a check-up 1-2 times per year and as needed. Report any changes 
in behavior or movement. A complete blood panel can help find issues they are not able to tell you 
about!

 ➡ Ask your vet about a specialized diet. Cats with kidney disease or hyperthyroidism should be 
on diets specific to their needs.

 ➡ Always have your vet check in your cat’s mouth during visits. The condition of your cat’s teeth 
can say a lot about the quality of their entire body. Dental care is very important and should be 
maintained through brushing and dental treats.

 ➡ Don’t stop the play time and enrichment toys once they start aging. Love, affection, and daily 
interaction is important for kitties at all stages of life. Exercise gets more important the older they get 
to help keep their joints healthy. Environmental stimulation keeps their brains and hearts strong.

 ➡ Consider special accommodations such as stairs for cats with special needs so they can easily 
get around and still explore the world around them. 

Extra Pro Tip:  Soft bedding, easily accessible food and water, and adequate play time with their 
human is one of the more important things to keep senior cats happy and living a long life.

F o r  m o r e  o f  P a i g e ’s  t i p s  c h e c k  o u t  o u r  w e b s i t e :  w w w.w e c a r e a n i m a l r e s c u e . o r g

We are a proud participants in the 2019 Give!Guide
 Whether you’re a young or first-time donor or someone who regularly gives to 

causes about which you care, CanDo’s Napa Valley Give!Guide is for you. 
Its goals are simple:  To raise awareness and funds to support the exceptional 
work of  nonprofits serving Napa County residents. You make a choice. You 
make a difference.  Give!Guide makes it easy.

Give! Guide Kicks off November 1st and runs to December 31st.
for more information, visit www.candogiveguide.org

TANK
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